5 Day Devotional

Day 1: Access Is Not Authority

Devotional

It is easy to welcome Jesus into your life without actually letting Him lead it. You can invite Him into
your Sunday mornings, your prayers, even your hardest moments, and still quietly hold the reins when
it comes to your finances, your relationships, or your future plans.

In Luke 5, Peter did exactly this at first. When Jesus asked to use His boat, Peter said yes. He made
room. But making room is not the same as surrendering control. Peter was helpful, but he was still in
charge.

Maybe you can relate. You have given Jesus access to parts of your life, but there are corners you
have kept locked. Areas where you are still the one calling the shots. It feels safer that way. More
manageable.

But Jesus is not looking for a seat in your boat. He is looking for the wheel.

The good news is that surrendering control to Jesus is not a loss. It is actually the beginning of
something far better than anything you could manage on your own. He sees what you cannot see. He
knows what you do not know. And He is trustworthy with every part of your life, not just the parts you

are comfortable handing over.

Today, consider what areas you have given Jesus access to but not authority over. That honest
moment of recognition is where real faith begins.

Bible Verse

"When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, 'Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for
a catch." - Luke 5:4

Reflection Question

What area of your life have you given Jesus access to but quietly kept control of yourself?

Quote

"Making room for Jesus is not the same as surrendering to Jesus."
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Prayer

Lord, | confess that | often welcome You without truly surrendering to You. Help me to trust You with
every part of my life, not just the parts that feel safe. Amen.
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Day 2: Obedience That Does Not Make Sense

Devotional

Peter had been fishing all night and caught nothing. He was tired, experienced, and probably a little
frustrated. When Jesus told Him to go back out and drop the nets again, every instinct Peter had said
no. The timing was wrong. The conditions had not changed. It simply did not make sense.

But Peter obeyed anyway. Not because the logic added up. Not because he had a good feeling about
it. He obeyed because Jesus said so.

That is a different kind of obedience than most of us practice. We tend to obey when it is convenient,
when it aligns with our plans, or when we can see how it will work out. But genuine faith often asks us
to move before we can see the full picture.

Maybe Jesus is asking you to do something right now that does not make sense on paper. A
conversation you have been avoiding. A step of generosity that feels risky. A decision to trust Him in

a situation that feels out of control.

You do not need to understand it fully. You just need to trust the One who is asking. Peter's obedience
did not come from certainty. It came from relationship. He had heard Jesus speak, and that was
enough.

Encouragement for today: you do not have to have it all figured out. You just have to take the next
step because He said so.

Bible Verse

"Simon answered, 'Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you
say so, | will let down the nets." - Luke 5:5

Reflection Question

Is there something Jesus has been prompting you to do that you have been waiting to obey until it
makes more sense?

Quote

"Because you say so, | will let down the nets."

Prayer
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Jesus, give me the courage to obey You even when | cannot see the outcome. Help me to trust Your
voice more than my own understanding. Amen.
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Day 3: The Miracle Points to the Man

Devotional

When the nets hit the water, something extraordinary happened. Fish filled them to the point of
breaking. Both boats were so loaded they nearly sank. It was the greatest catch of Peter's career, and
it happened in the worst possible conditions.

But here is what is easy to miss. The catch was not the point. The catch was a signpost pointing to
something far greater.

Jesus made the fish. He made the lake. He made the water they swam in. When the Creator of all
things speaks, creation listens. The miracle was not a reward for Peter's obedience. It was a
revelation of who Jesus actually is.

We live in a world that is quick to celebrate what God does while barely pausing to know who God is.
We want the blessing more than we want the Blesser. We want the answered prayer more than we
want the One who answers.

But every miracle, every provision, every unexpected breakthrough in your life is meant to do one
thing: draw your eyes to Jesus. The good things He gives are never the destination. He is.

Today, think back on a moment when God came through for you in an unexpected way. Did it deepen

your relationship with Him, or did you simply move on to the next need? Let every good gift remind
you of the goodness of the Giver.

Bible Verse

"When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break." -
Luke 5:6

Reflection Question

When God provides for you, do you find yourself more focused on the gift or on growing closer to the
Giver?

Quote

"The catch is not a reward. The catch is a revelation of Christ."

Prayer
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Father, thank You for every good gift You have placed in my life. Help me to see each one as an
invitation to know You more deeply. Amen.
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Day 4: Holiness Produces Hope, Not Distance

Devotional

When Peter saw what had just happened, he did not throw a party. He fell to his knees. Overwhelmed
by the holiness of Jesus, He begged Him to leave. He felt the weight of his own sin in the presence of
someone unmistakably pure, and his instinct was to push Jesus away.

Maybe you have felt that way too. You know the things you have done. The thoughts you have had.
The patterns you keep returning to. And somewhere along the way, you started to believe that your

sin was a reason to keep your distance from Jesus.

But look at what Jesus did. He did not leave. He did not agree with Peter's assessment. He looked at
a man undone by his own failure and said, do not be afraid.

Your sin is not a reason to hide from Jesus. It is the very reason you need Him. He did not come for
people who have it all together. He came for people exactly like Peter, and exactly like you.

The holiness of Jesus is not a wall that keeps you out. It is a light that shows you the truth and then
offers you grace anyway. Distance from Jesus is never the answer. Drawing closer to Him always is.

You do not have to clean yourself up before you come. Come as you are, and let Him do what only He
can do.

Bible Verse

"When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, 'Go away from me, Lord; | am a sinful
man!" - Luke 5:8

Reflection Question

Have you ever let shame or guilt convince you to pull away from Jesus rather than run toward Him?

Quote

"Distance is a sermon from Satan. Withdrawal is wisdom from hell."

Prayer

Lord, when | feel the weight of my sin, remind me that Your holiness is not a reason to hide but a
reason to draw near. Thank You for grace that meets me exactly where | am. Amen.
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Day 5: Grace That Redirects Everything

Devotional

After Peter's confession, Jesus did not offer a lecture. He offered a calling. "Do not be afraid. From
now on you will fish for people." In one sentence, Jesus took Peter's greatest skill, his deepest shame,
and His uncertain future, and reoriented all of it toward something eternal.

That is what grace does. It does not just relieve your fears. It redirects your entire life.

And then something remarkable happened. Peter, Andrew, James, and John pulled their boats to
shore and walked away. They left the greatest catch of their careers sitting right there. No hesitation.
No negotiation. They had found someone worth more than any success, any security, or any familiar
comfort.

Discipleship is not just a decision you make once. It is a direction you choose every day. It is the
ongoing choice to follow Jesus away from what is comfortable and toward what is eternal. And it is
not a life of loss. It is a life of gain, because you are gaining Him.

You may be holding onto something good right now. A plan, a comfort, a version of your life that feels
safe. Jesus is not asking you to throw it away carelessly. He is inviting you to trust that what He has

ahead is better than what you are holding onto.

Peter left a lot of good things because he found someone better. The same invitation is open to you
today.

Bible Verse

"So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him." - Luke 5:11

Reflection Question

What good thing might you be holding onto so tightly that it is keeping you from fully following Jesus?

Quote

"Grace doesn't just relieve our fears, it redirects our entire lives."

Prayer
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Jesus, give me the courage to follow You even when it means leaving behind what feels safe and
familiar. Help me to trust that You are always worth it. Amen.
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